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From this amazing viewpoint observers can 
take in the magnificent countryside.

The Battle of Torrington 1646
‘The Battle of Torrington’, on February 16th 1646, was of 
such importance as to mark the end of Royalist resistance 
in the Westcountry and led to the eventual defeat and 
execution of King Charles I. The anniversary of this cold 
winter's night and bloody battle is remembered in 
February each year with a spectacular torch-lit procession 
when the town turns out in 17th century costume and 
re-enacts the proclamation of the victorious Sir Thomas 
Fairfax.
The Parliamentarians, under Fairfax, succeeded in taking 
the town from Lord Hopton’s men. Not realising that 
Hopton had chosen to use the church as a powder store, 
Fairfax imprisoned some two hundred Royalists within the 
building. Unfortunately, no sooner was this accomplished, 
a huge explosion caused the death of all the prisoners 
and the near total destruction of the church along with 
many of the town's historical records.
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LITTLE TORRINGTON

“Us be plaised 
to zee ‘ee”

Great Torrington At the heart of Torridge, North Devon

Historic Market Town full of Charm and Character
Built on the site of an ancient 
settlement atop an inland cli�  
with the River Torridge below, 
Great Torrington is a friendly, 
welcoming market town which 
enjoys spectacular views across 
rolling hills and unspoilt green 
countryside. 

The town has a fascinating and 
varied history. As “Toritone” it is 
mentioned in the 1086 Domesday 
survey of Devon. Neolithic artefacts 
and Iron Age Settlements show 
that people have lived in the area 
for thousands of years. Amongst 
other things, it is famously known 

for the Battle of Torrington in 1646, 
which marked the end of Royalist 
resistance in the West Country.  
The rich history can be further 
explored at the town’s Museum and 
through a Self-Guided Heritage 
Walking Tour. 
www.onegreattorrington.uk

Fascinating history, architecture, 
arts, crafts and culture, a beautiful 
setting and friendly locals all make 
a visit to Great Torrington very 
worthwhile.

Guide to Great Torrington
Town Centre

1 Studio 38 & Old Town Barbers Tattoo Studio 
& Barbers

2 Instant Images Embroidery & Schoolwear
3 Conservative Club Member’s Club
4 Castle Hill Community Space
5 Library
6 Tourist Information Centre
7 Castle Hill Café Café & gardens
8 Crawford’s Newsagents, Cards & Gifts
9 Xanadu Fruit, Vegetables & Health Foods
10 Co-op General Groceries
11 Whiskers Pet Supplies
12 Taff’s Fish & Chip Restaurant & Takeaway
13 Great Torrington Museum
14 Kitch ‘N’ Cupboard Home Decor & Gifts
15 Fiddlesticks Antiques & Collectables
16 Wizen Way Wellbeing Centre
17 Highly Strung Musical Instruments
18 Polish Me Pretty Nail Bar
19 Duane’s Carvings The Gallery Crafts & Gifts
20 Function Fitness Gym/ Fitness
21 The Market Café Food & Drink to Eat-in or 

Take Away
22 A Place for Everything at No.11 Furniture, 

Homeware & Gifts
23 Toy Swap New & Second Hand Toy Shop
24 Times Past Furniture, Antiques & Collectables
25 The Whole Jar Refi ll Store
26 Socks Socks & Accessories 
27 Crafty Needles Haberdashery
28 L’incontro Coffee Shop
29 Pizza Palace Pizza House
30 Hogwash Homemade Soaps, Bath & Skincare 

Products
31 Unique Boutique Dress & Accessories Agency
32 No.5 Beauty Salon Beauty Salon
33 Kenwyn stove & Chimney Company Stove, 

Chimney & Fireplace Specialists
34 Cornmarket Collectables and Antiques Antiques 

& Collectables
35 North Devon Hospice Charity Shop
36 LA Wash n Dry Laundrette
37 Kia-Ora Fish & Chip Restaurant & Takeaway
38 Lillian Rose Interiors Furniture & Accessories
39 Chef Lin Chinese Takeaway
40 Pride & Groom Dog Groomers
41 The Cavalier Public House
42 Devon Ear Clinic Ear Clinic
43 Classy Canine Dog Groomers
44 Yau’s House Chinese Takeaway
45 Bond Oxborough Phillips Estate Agents
46 Nationwide Building Society
47 Sandfords Bakery Bakery
48 Tineke Cooks Cookery School
49 Tanya’s Beauty Salon
50 Purple Penguin Jewellers
51 The Plough Arts Centre Film, Theatre, 

Workshops, Gallery & Café
52 British Red Cross Charity Shop
53 Toyzone Cards, Toys & Gifts
54 Lions Coffee House & Wine Bar Coffee House 

& Wine Bar
55 Lloyds Pharmacy Pharmacy
56 Duffy’s Home Hardware Hardware Store

57 Tarka Outdoor Pursuits Fishing, Shooting 
& Outdoor Equipment

58 The Old Post Offi ce Stationery shop
59 Obsessions Hairdressers
60 John Patts Fruit & Vegetables
61 Post Offi ce
62 The Black Horse Public House
63 Webbers Estate Agents
64 Torrington Refi ll Store Variety of loose foods
65 Inside 11A Ladies Clothing & Accessories
66 R&S Wares Butchers
67 Torrington Grill Fast Food to Take Away
68 Hair We Are Hairdressers
69 Bickford Centre OAPs Drop in Centre
70 Fine Floral Design Florist
71 Everest Indian Takeaway
72 The Green Door Dressmakers
73 The Sweet Spot Sweet Shop & Refreshments
74 Torridge Vale Social Club Member’s Club
75 Collectability Antiques, Collectables & Reusables
76 The Sweet Spot Sweet Shop & Refreshments
77 Berrys Accountants Accountants
78 Squires Electrical Electrical Goods
79 Town Hall
80 Green Lantern Café & Bakery
81 JoJo’s Hairdressers
82 Torrington Jewellers Jewellers
83 AHA Architectural Designs Architect
84 Steve Gladwin Butchers Butchers
85 Sorting Offi ce
86 Belle Maison Clothes & Gifts
87 Rory’s Studio and Workshop Studio & Workshop
88 AJ Opticians Opticians
89 Jayne Poole Photography Professional Wedding 

& Portrait Photographer
90 Java Gifts Clothing, Gifts & Accessories
91 No.5 Hair & Beauty Hairdressers
92 Active Rehab Physio Physiotherapist
93 Door of Hope Prayer Room
94 YH Beauty Beauty Salon 
95 New Street Acupuncture Acupuncture 
96 RHS Garden Rosemoor Gardens, Café, Gifts 

& Events
97 Torrington Bowling Club Bowling Green
98 Tarka Pottery Pottery Studio
99 The Torridge Inn Public House
100 The Chapel of St Mary Magdalen Church
101 Methodist Church
102 The Glove Factory Historical Building
103 Torrington Cycle Hire Cycle Hire
104 Puffi ng Billy Café
105 Torrington Arms Public House
106 Baptist Church
107 The Royal Exchange Public House
108 Dartington Crystal Glassmaking Factory & Shop
109 Torrington Golf Club
110 Westcountry Crystal Glass Shop
111 1610 Torrington Leisure Swimming Pool
112 Torrington Football Club
113 Calf Street Play & Skate Park
114 Catholic Church
115 McColls General Groceries
116 Petrol Station BP Garage, M&S Food Store
117 Parish Church of St Michael & All Angels
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